oO 
oo: — ak 
e — hs 

o — A 


—_.. 
CE” 


3 


* 


c Pd bs 
bo — 


— 'd — 8 ö 
8 LOTS r — TM 
—— — —— . N " 5 . — ; * Ss 
IPRS 7 r 793 * at tia Toe 1 f 
— x p 4 . * 


5 


N 
3 
be a 3s 


5 
"td TW 
8 aF +4; * 


„ 


* 


52 F 


" — NN Pry 
d e eee II EI 


Iz 


8 hors! 


" 5s 


ae 


ret 


w—_ _ 
—_ 4 9 wy 9 N wh . "Ta z 8 
„ n n r $85.4) 544 3% L 
\ * 9 1 4x” (Ne PS £25 9 7 2 8 + 
C N n p 3 
: : : £ —_—_ 3 : 
. ; ; 5 C985 1 a 8 0 ) x 
< 45. x * 4 ; * "5 
: * , . 1 - Y 
N . * 
* 
9 5 * 3 ” 
* w ” * 
þ : 
6 , 
Ta 4 © 
* 
0 
. 
* 
” 5 
— 


y 
78% 
9 ” 
5 - 11 
* * 1 
P * 
* * 0 
. * 
* 
” » ” * 
* — 
— & N . y 
x. 5 . » 
1 
. 
. 
A 
* 
7 o 
» * 
7 
* * 
3 . 
* 
® * 
* 2 I 
* 
* bd * 
2 - 
1 4 
2 
* 
— 
1 
c 
* 
. 
. ' % 
* 
. V * 
. - ; . 
. 
' 
=. * * 
. . 
. . 
4 
* 
— f 
= — 
5 
* 
n 
* 
5 2 
. , 
. 
. 7 : : 
- N \ I % . 
” . 
* 
* : 
— = * 
— 
1 * 
= 
* 
* 
1 
* . 
LE q * 
\ ” = 
* 
4 - Ly 
„ 
£ * 
» 
\ - P 
* 
* 
- 
„ 


* 
% 
. 
- 
” 
fl 
* by * 
* Y ” 
* / 
. 
DD 
: * s 
Y © 
— 0 
- . 2 

\ o : - 
» 
& 

— 


* 


— * — n 
3 "i ITE 


* WT = * a 4 4 3 
— Nr 3 


— 
4 6 LOSS ” X 2 
— wa. Y r 

n 


e 1 4 
5 1 «FS I tor 1 = bs 
l "P44 * » en wh] AR. — - : 
5 —— p 1 r 3 r 8 5 $ as l 
3 N n 1 L. 4 7 h ** 
* # " * 5 of — n 2 2 4 A n a % 
. X 8 4 , — D A 4 * N . 2 2 8 
x A 8 oO 8 Ferne 9 Sita * 4 
a — 4 1 22 " . — — . a 5 : RP 7 MES 4 N . 8 4 et . - * 7 
. 85 2 a 1 * w F hs ES ; ROO ANG 8 — 8 C , 2 erg 2 ; + * * 4 n Ya 2 OY N — 0 1 n d Y : K 6 — 2. 
: : "Ao * FL TK et, CE? PRC: *. bo 24 a 2 FE 4 \ 4 4 — 8 + . 5 5 7 2 3 "7 Rs 4 2 — 5 2 3 1 7 N 5 4 * 5 > 4 : g 7 * >, N 1 * — * 8 4 —. * * — 8 1 "FS 4 - 
22 * * 3 N * — 5 4 7 1 2 E 4 - = C27. «4 F q + V+ 1 . 5 £ 2 One a” OS x U 4 n — * * x A+. 2 = - wt 
4 % ; 2 r 2 ea * 57 4.9" N. 1 wv — . * , > — A — I I Y om 6 - WF ** . 2 * 2 = N : 
« , " . ms CITES. 88 N r — * 1 ” e I. , ; 8 N 3s + 8 * L N — . . * 
ft 


—— —4 2 _ 
CE EL 
3 a 

7 


* 


&c. 


? 
Pater-noſterRow, 


OGAN's 
ISEASES, 


C 
— 2 
2 = 
T2 © 1 E 
O - ö 2 3 x = 5 
"i 2 no ©) « 0 A 5 
4 * „ 1 
R "WM CCC 
UN ih. S - 
= OT O23 
| — 5 © = 
= ; 5 = „ 


4 


— — 


* 


402254 = 


t of the following remarks, 
baving palled through ſeveral 


dene it may be deemed an 


* 
* 


regt preſumption, 


hs as an impudent arraign- 
ment of the judgement. of the 
public, tor any perſon to exa- 
mine, how far the doctrines it 
delivers, and the precepts it en- 


joins, are conſonant to right 
reaſon and ſound experience, 
actuated 
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. abtwcked by "i ſame ſpirit of - 
true philanthrophy, which we 
muſt ſuppoſe to have inſpired 


Dr. Cadogan, the Author of 


the following remarks dares. to 
| ſtand up in defence of Old Eng- 
liſh Roaft Beef, and the exhi- 
larating „the generous juice of 
the grape. And he aſks only 
this favour, to be heard with 
temper, and to be condemned 


or acquitted by fair argument 


and an unprejudiced verdict. 


In the Doctor's preface 9 


5 118 Diſſertation, page 6, we 


have the following remarkable | 


( 11 ) 
Some induſtrious men; 
fancying that whatever is va- 
luable muſt lie deep, have, with 
the greateſt alacrity in ſinking, 
| plunged 1 into the immenſe abyſs 


of ancient Greek, Roman, and 
Arabic learning, in hopes to 


find good precepts of health 
and ſure remedy for diſeaſe. 
But after all their pioneering 
into endleſs heaps of rubbiſh, 
what have they found at laſt 
but this? That ſome of the 
ancients were very ingenious 
in gueſſing wrong; for gueſs | 
was all they did; they never 
= ſtudied nature at all, and there- 


_ 7.386 
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5 6 \ 
fore knew nothing of her, but - 
either blindly followed or com- . 


| bated each other's opinions.” 


This is a heavy charge, and 
ſhould be well ſupported.. It 


is alſo quite ſingular, the moſt 


eminent modern phyſicians be- 
ing of a _—_ CPR, as 


any one hay und by peruſing 


theif Writings. "To avoid pro- 


lixity, I 8 only tranſcribe 
the ſentiments of the late 
en incl Dr. Huxham, in the N 
Preface to lis i on F —— 


| Vers. 


c 1 080 


6 


222 Though I have all ako 


ſtrictly kept cloſe to facts and 
repeated experience, (and where 
I have reaſoned from theſe I 
have aimed at the juſteſt ana- 


” logy) yet I have ſupported my 


doctrine and practice very fre- 


quently by the authority of 


the ancients, particularly Hip- 


pocrates; and this J have the 


rather done, as well knowing 


Es 
1 what great uſe they were to 
me in 5 courſe of my ſtudies 


and practice; : and allo with a 
view of recommending their 


frequent Peruſal to young phy- 
e But aw my ad- 


vice 


£ 2 


54 & 
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4 — > 14 
- 3 
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. vi EY 
vice perhaps, in this matter, 
may have no great weight, yet 

I hope the concurrent judge- 
ment of the greateſt maſters 1 in 


our profeſſion will be Tu” re- 


| Same 


Th will not rake! upon me 
to ſay a perſon | cannot be a 
good phyſician withont con- 
ſulting that great oracle of 
phyſic, and reading the an- 
cients; but this let me ſay, he 
will make a much better phy- 

. fician for 1o doing; ; and 1 be- . - : 


heve few, if any, ever made 


I any conſiderable ſigure 1 in the 


\profeſ- 


FL 
profeſſion, 1 who had not fudied 
them. Indeed, Hippocrates 
hath. been accounted the very | 
father of phyſic, aud the plan 2 
which he laid down, as the ba- 
ſis of all true and ſolid medi- 
cine: and it hath been con- 
= ſtantly held in the higheſt ve- 
neration by all his ſucceſſors, i 
at leaſt by all thoſe who were 
capable judges of the matter. 
The reaſon of which is evident- 
ly this, that he ſtudied nature 
With the greateſt care and aſ- 
ſiduity, and copied and follow- - 
ed her too with the greateſt 5 4 
exaftnels ; ; ſo that his obſer- = 
vations. 


i) 
vations. have been Can per- 


ware * through all ſucceed- 


Tt appears doubtful 7 
the Dr. intended to confer ho- _ 
nour or diſgrace on empiriciſm, 
when he Bys, Some few, and 
very few, uſeful diſcoveries, 
they ® made in medicine, which 
have deſcended to us, and with 
ſome late tricks in chemiſtry, 
are the chief toundation of mo- 
dern quackery.” 


But leaving the remainder of 
the Preface, we haften to the 
difſertation itſelf. 


12 1 That i is, the Ancients. 


5 s O0 MER 


oO N 


Dr. CADOG A N's 


DrsskRTATION on the GourT. 


the arguments made uſe of to 


very eoncluſive) that theſeeds of many 


diſeaſes are born with us, and either 


lie dormant during our lives, or are 


brought into action, as ſome neceſ- 
5 ſary cauſes do or do not give them 
an opportunity of appearing. T hat 


we (page 11, 12) bring upon our- 
ſelves all that claſs of complaints 
B which 


T has been generally allowed (and | 


prove the contrary, ought to be 
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blick. this! earned call 4 di- ; 


ſeaſes, by our own. indulgencies, ex- 


ceſſes, or miſtaken habits of life, or 


by ſuffering our ill- conducted paſ- 
ſions to lead us aſtray or diſturb our 
peace of mind, ſeems to be doubt- : 
ful ; for we find children ſeverely - 
tormented with the ſtone, jaundice, 5 
&c. who cannot juſtly. be accuſed 
as the © authors of theſe miſeries. 
Nor i 18 it enough to anſwer here, that 
ſuch diſeaſe 83 from the indiſcre- 
tion of the mother or nurſe, ſince of 
ten children in the f. fame family, who. 
were all treated in a ſimilar manner, 
nine hall eſcape the ſaid diſeaſes. 

Is there any thing eflential to the 
conſtitution of ſuch an infant, that 
he ſhould be thus fingularly affected ? 
No. Dr. Cadogan lays, page 26, 


6 there 


($28 
* there is no ſuch thing as any real 
eſſential difference of conſtitution.” 


\ 


It is a mortifying conſideration, 
that (page 13) mankind have never 
yet had a few rational ideas about 


chronic diſeaſes in general,” And 
yet authors have been very particu- 


lar in the arrangement of diſeaſes, 
as we find in the writings both of 
the antients and moderns. And I 

dare ſay, no perſon of common un- 
derſtanding, did ever imagine that 
he might live as he liſted with im- 
punity, or that a few drops or pow- 
ders would be ſufficient to eſtabliſh 
his health without the affiſtance of 
regimen and exerciſe, 


It is not needful, were it poſſible, 
that a medicine ſhould be diſcovered 
| B 2 which 


„ 

which would (page 14) cure any 
one diſeaſe in its ſeveral degrees or 
ſtages.” The Materia Medica ſup- 
plies us with an ample variety, per- 
haps by far too many. If the ef- 
fect of them be but momentary, . 
they may be repeated ſo much the 
more frequently; and many, nay 
the greater part of them, have no 
a e to * deſtroy the ſtrongeſt 
frames, if properly adminiſtered. 

Page 15. There have been quacks 
and dupes to them in all ages; but 
what have the bulk of mankind (un- 


leſs the Dr. chuſes to lump them un- 
der one or other of theſe reſpectable 


denominations) to do with either? 


With reſpect to the gout, thoſe 
who have been long under the domi- 
nion 


6 
nion of ſo terrible a diſeaſe, are 
naturally led to attend to the moſt 
diſtant proſpect of relief, nor can 
they be blamed for ſo doing. A 
phyſician of the firſt rank has en- 
couraged them ſtill to hope * ; and 

for the very good reaſon by him 

given, becauſe the cure of intermit- 
tent fevers had been happily difco- 
vered. Nor in this caſe is their con- 

fidence placed in medicine only bs: 
they are directed to a regimen, and 
that for a very long period, which 
bids fair to protract the intervals, al. 1 
though the diſeaſe ſhould ftill . [ 
its attacks, : 


'T o enumerate all the _oflible 


cauſes of chronic diſeaſes, would 


P ” on the Gout, Page 462. 
prove 


„ 


prove a difficult and extenſive taſk. 
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| Page 1 * Indolence, intemperance, | 
|, and vexation,” are certainly among 

| the moſt probable. Nor has this 

i been doubted. Celſus, in his pre- 
face, ſays, © It 1 18 alſo probable, that 


though there were very few reme- 
dies for diſtempers known, men ne- 
vertheleſs generally enjoyed good 
health from the ſobriety of their lives, 
yet untainted by ſloth and luxury. 
For theſe two vices, firſt in Greece, : 
and then among us, rendered men 
liable to many beate ; and hence 
that variety of remedies now uſed, 
(which was neither neceſſary in an- 


cient times, nor is yet in other na. 
tions) ſcarcely protracts the lives of 


2 few of us to the verge of old age. 


Yet 


6 

Vet there are ſeveral other cauſes 
of chronic diſeaſes, equally probable 

| with thoſe here ſpecified. Among 1 


which are thoſe which unavoidably 
ariſe from the different employments 


and occupations of mankind. Such 
are the dry gripes (as they are com- 
monly called) in painters, Jac palſy 
in miners, &c. &c. 


Page 17. That the gout is nei- 
ther hereditary, periodical, nor in- 
_ curable,” is an aſſertion confident 
enough, and which will not be re- 
ceived without very ſubſtantial proofs, 
That it is not hereditary is deduced 
hence, that were it ſo, every branch 
'of a gouty ſtock mult needs be af- 
flicted with it; but ſeeing, (as the 


Dr. bath told us) the gout is a di- 
ſeaſe 


"a 
4 ; 


ſeaſe of the very beſt conſtitution 


only, and whereas he grants dif- 


ferent perſons to be poſſeſſed of diffe- 
rent degrees of conſtitutional ſtrength 


and vigor: it does not neceſſarily 


follow, that every child who is born 
of a gouty parent muſt have the 


cont, becauſe this may appear in 
the form of a © jaundice, rheuma- 


the perſon is more or leſs robuſt.” 
And this may be one good reaſon 


why women and children, whoſe 


natural texture is leſs firm, are ſel- 


| dom ti roubled with the _ 


Page 1 9. That * no diſeaſes are 


| hereditary but thoſe of taint or in- 
fection, and maleformation,” is like- 
wiſe much more eaſily ſaid than 


F proved 


proved : llowever a diſqui 
this kind, would be too tedious: to 
enter upon here. 3 04 116 10 87 
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P. 21. It hath been the opinion 
0 ran wiſeſt men, that the gout re- 
news its attacks at certain ſeaſons, 
although it does not keep ſo exact 
time as a good clock, or return at a 


3 


flated day or hour. If not prevented 


by another diſeaſe, or ſome very 

ſufficient obſtacle, the gout will re- 
turn in the be eginning of the year. 
Whence ſuch a a return hath, by way 


Wo eminence, been called the Cardi- 
nal Paroxyſm. PET 
| ; I 3 . $5" | [ | : 


* 


* 


3 21. That eit is not incurable” 
is ; by no means confirmed at preſent; 


the ſmall number of thoſe who have 
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Su nd mne relief, compared with 
the vaſtly greater one of thoſe who, 
in ſpite of all endeavours, ſtill labour 


under it, and at length fall miſerable 
victims to it, may render it exceed. 


ingly doubtful, whether it really does 


admit of cure, from any means hi- 


therto diſcovered. 


What tranſport dul it affect the 
gouty ſufferer with, could he be af- 


ſured, that when the paroxyſm 18 


paſt, e the man has no more gout, 
nor ſeeds of the gout in him, than 


he who never had 1 K. But let every 
one determine for bimſelf the weight 


of the reaſon by which this aſſertion 


is ſupported, which is. this ; © the | 
gout has often been cured by a n 15 
diet, which, as long « as it laſted, has 


generally kept the patient free. 
— — 


tm Þ 


off the gout ? Becauſe * it relaxed 


and enervated the man, and did not 


ſufficiently fupport the health and 
vigor of his body. How apparent 


is the abſurdity of this manner of 


reaſoning! 1 


P. 23. Another ſtrong argument 


brought to prove that the gout is not 


hereditary is this; the Dr. 1 is“ firm- 
ly perſuaded it may be more eaſily 


and more perfectly cured than al- 
moſt any other chronic diſeaſe.” 
Quid rides | ? Not at the ſtrength of 
the argument, 1 hope ; or is it at 
the rich promiſe of being regaled 


hereafter c with the trueſt and moſt 


| Philaſophis buxury.” 
Co ME. 


And why did this method keep = 
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conteſt, but it is clear that the 
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WI ether Mclr difcalts be 
1 düfte a beat or ching, I will x not 


lere are 
© medicines oppoſed; to each, from 


which we. may hope for very valua- 


ble effects, although 1 in the hands of 


the ignorant or defigning, they may 


_ mT inſtead of remedies. 
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P. 26. Nirioing other weak delta: | 
ed mortals, Town! have been led to 


believe that there . ts great variety of 


conſtitution, as well; as real efſen- 


tial difference of it. And among 


others, theſe are my reaſons for it. 
One perſon ; 18 exceflively diſordered 
with the ſmell of muſk, which to 
another ! 1s the moſt grateful of o- 
| dours, One perſon « eats honey as 4 
| viand, þ appther, by jak taſting ſhall 


* 


ſwellalmoſt, to hurting TE here are 


numberleſs other peculiarities which 


might be-here introduced, 16 © proof 
of an amazing and nee Hie 


ra of conſtitution," 1191 5 


T2 F £ 


F. 26 Where ; 18 a „ Innjoftibilivn 


of living to an advanced age with- 


out ſickneſs ? ? ©: "WNEP'© muſt certain 


times of life produce many diſeaſes ? 


Who maintains theſe opinions! ? The © 
Dr. frequently introduces perſons 


holding the groſſeſt abſurdities, that 


he may have the pleaſure of confut- 


_—_ them. 


We come now to conſider the 


three grand cauſes of chronic diſeaſes, 


namely, indolence, n 
and vexation. And firſt of 


2 


„) 
IN pOLEN CE 


P. 29. The Dr. expreſſes his fanny 
but I am very ſure of it, that no man 
can remove the leaſt evil out of na- 
ture, even though all the good were 
not to follow it. 


p. 33. The common practitioner 
is again made to aſſert, that cor- 
dials, volatiles, bracers, ſtrength- 
eners, will ſupply the place of exer- 
ciſe, &c.'—-I was till now to learn 
that volatiles did coagulate the 
Juices, and that bracers and ſtrength- 

eners, while they acted, did cor- 
rupt the whole maſs of blood. 


| Exerciſe of body hath been univer- 
ſally recommended as an indiſpenſa- 
ble | = © hls 


bad living. A cottage in the coun- 


=_ 5 "I 
ble requiſite to health, and both is 


and experience confirm the doctrine; 
notwithſtanding which, we may find 
many perſons, who, from the na- 
ture of their employments, the ſu- 
pinenefs of their tempers, and the 
indulgence of their appetites, are very 
| prone to diſeaſes, who yet enjoy a 


happy degree of health. 


nnn cauſe * is 


INTEMPERANC E. 


P. 39. The Doctor's Ras 
of intemperance is very juſt; but it 
is not neceſſary to travel into foreign 
countries in order to form an idea of 
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wy wall anſwer this end perfectly 
well. 


( 16 ) 


well. I . the time when 
bread- corn was ſold at ten ſhillings 
the buſhel, I was. detained for a con- Y 


Gderablb time with an infirm woman 


and eight ſmall children. in a bleak 
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cottage ; the poor peaſant, who had 
laboured all the day to the utter ex- 
hauſtion of his ill ſupported ſtrength 
and ſpirits, returning home late in 
the evening, found with them no 
better repaſt than. ſmall horſe-beans 
half boiled, and poured into a dith 
with a ſmall portion of ſalt only. 
And this was eſteemed pretty good 
living, ſince on ſome days, the fa- 
mily had no proviſion at all. I can 
aſſure the Doctor, that the Poor in 
this nation experience many hard- 
ſhips not to be exceeded in any coun- 
try, - where life is at all maintained. 
| P43: 
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P. 43. If a patient, who through 


the indulgence and miſtaken fond- 
neſs of his parents, had exhauſted 


the firſt degrees of luxury before he 


came to the dominion of himſelf ; 


and as he advanced in life, had dai- 
ly taken in more than he could poſ- 
ſibly get rid of, inſomuch that, find- 


ing himſelf replete and oppreſſed and 
his appetite failing, he had recourſe 


to dainties, ſauces, pickles, provo- 
catives of all forts. (what was it 
that he had recourſe to, and which 


ſpoiled his conſtitution at firſt ?) 
Moreover, who had waſhed down 


every mouthful with a glaſs of wine.” 
I fay, if a patient, under ſuch eir- 


cumſtances, ſhould apply to a phy- 


ſician, would he judge it fit to put 


him to hard labour? Is ſuch a pre- 
ſcription 
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„ 
ſcription conſonant to ſound reaſon, 
or common direction? Would it not 
be better to prepare the body for ſuch 
a change, by firſt a the veſ· 
* &c. 


In regard to diet, the moſt inno- 
cent proviſions may be taken to ex- 
ceſs, and the higheſt preparations of 
art be taſted with ſafety, while due 
bounds are ſet to our indulgence. 
Nor do the ill effects of exceſs appear 
fo uniformly as one might expect. 
The upper ſervants i in a nobleman's 
family hve as luxuriouſly and idly as 
any men whatſoever ; and yet, on 
examination, they will be found as 
vigorous and as healthy as the moſt 
rigid diſciple of Sanctorius. 


82 A Wine 


( x9 ) 

Wine ſeems to be the object of 
the Doctor's utter averſion. He 
does not like bread, nor indeed ſcarce- 
ly any common edible; but wine 
is utterly condemned. He will not 
allow even an inſpired apoſtle to 
ſpeak in its favor; yet experience 
ſhews, that wine, like all other things, 
is good in its ſeaſon; that it 18 very 
friendly to the ſtomach if properly 
uſed, and may be taken with ad- 
vantage in many caſes, and what is 
very ſtrange, we find the Doctor 
himſelf relaxing by and by, and al- 
lowing no leſs quantity than a pint 
at a time, once or twice in a week. 


P. 59. The filthy (to call it by 
no worſe name) cuſtom of taking 
ſauff, hath found one advocate in 
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Doctor, at leaſt he ſays it hurts only 
the noſe. But whoever conſiders 
the deleterious nature of tobacco 
(who can tell what is mixed with it ?) 
and how eaſy its paſſage to the ſto- 
mach, will be apt to ſuſpect, that 
its influence may extend ſomewhat 
farther, 


A ſtri& confinement to water or 
ſmall-beer, except at certain intervals, 
may agree well with ſome people, 
but cannot be allowed as an univer- 
ſal maxim. I have known, and 

could produce inſtances, where wa- | 
ter-drinking has been productive of 
fatal conſequences. The ſame may 
be ſaid of ſuppers. Some men would 
get no good fleep with them, nor 


others without them. I dare ſay, 
that 


(a 
any ſenſible perſon who will take the 
pains to attend to the ſenſations ariſ- 
ing within himſelf from the uſe of | 
every kind of meats and drinks, will | 
be better able to determine which is 
beſt forhim, than the moſt ſagacious 
phyſician ; in the univerſe. 


The Doctor cloſes this head with 
calling a few hard names, and juſt 
hinting where a few clever fellows 
are to be found. 


, | 7 


We now come to the third and 
laſt cauſe of chronic diſcaſes, and 


which 1s, 
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Every one experiences the good 
or bad eſſects of a ſudden or laſting 
agitation of the ſpirits upon the bo- 
dy. Baglive hath ſaid enough up- 
on this head, chap. 14. 


In the aairſe * this diſcuſſion, 
the great Dr. Sydenham gets a blow; 
and Obſervations on the Influence of 
the Air, &c. on the Body are ob- 
liquely ridiculed. In ſhort, what- 
ever is not reducible under the three 
capital clauſes above-mentioned, is 


hiſſed off the ſtage. 


But the IIliberal reflectioms at the 


cloſe of this head deſerve a caſtiga- | 
In 


„ 


6 
gation, which I have neither autho- 
_ rity, nor ability to infli&. 


In the curative part, the Doctor, 
unable to furniſh a better method, 
copies from thoſe ancients which he 
had long before laid at his feet. Fric- 
tions, walking, geſtation, &c. are 
Jointly recommended from the fa- 
thers of medicine, down to their con- 
temptuous ſon. He further dire&s 

a courſe of medicines, which work 
their effects like gravel, or ſhot, in 
a bottle,” and which ſweetners, no 


2 , perform "e a 


8 The immediate tranſition 
from one extreme in diet to another, 
ſeems liable to many and great obs 
jections. And a man does not fear 
a rope 


7 
a rope much who would riſque its 
application to his neck, upon ſo ha- 
zardous an experiment as this. 


At length, after all this declama- 


tion, the Doctor ſeems to veer about, 


and conſents that a pint of wine be 


allowed once or twice in a week, for 
the ſake of good humour and good 
company. Surely the Dr. notwith- 
ſtanding his ſevere precepts, is a very 
focial man! It is reaſonable to be- 
heve that good humour and good 
company, with a moderate uſe of 
what conduces to the very exiſtence 
of both, will do as much, or more, 
towards the cure of chronic diſeaſes, 
than any regimen or medicines with- 
out them. 


There 


( 4 

hene 3 is a vaſt difference betray 
the bare demands of nature, and the 
innocent comforts of life. Bread 
and water, a blanket, and a heath- 
buſh, will ſerve the turn. But the 
great, the rich variety of bleſſings, 
thrown into our laps by the kind 
hand of Providence, are not to be 
unthankfully trodden under foot, 
or impiouſly retorted. We may, 
with pleaſure and advantage, ſolace 
ourſelves with them. They are well, 
nay admirably adapted to cheer us 
under the neceſſary toils and waſtes 
of life; they elevate our hearts, and 
ſhould elevate them with gratitude | 
to that inexhauſtible fund from 
whence they deſcend to us. 


„ 
The Dr. tells us at the end of his 
treatiſe, that * a cancer is nothing 


more than a place where nature de» 


poſits the bad humours of the blood, 


as appears by its almoſt conſtant res 


turn to ſome other parts after extir- 


pation. 


Now this definition of a cancer, 


gives me no rational idea of its na- 
ture. I thought a cancer had been 


a diſeaſe, and not the ſeat of a di- 
ſeaſe. Nor do I apprehend how a 


place can be extirpated and then re- 


turm to ſome other PEN 


To conclude. It is a very diſa- 
greeable taſk to find fault with and 
expoſe any thing, which is appa- 
nl intended fox the inſtruction 


and 


( 
and benefit of mankind. Vet if, 
upon this principle, poſitions of an 
abſurd nature, and hurtful tendency, 
are ſuffered to paſs unnoticed, what 
would be the conſequence ? The diſ- 
ſertation before us 1s worthy of ſome 
very ſharp cenſure. Its author vio- 
lently and unwarrantably abuſes the 
ancients, traduces the moſt eminent 
of the moderns, and aims to de- 
prive us of the uſe of the common 
ſupports of life, and to put us upon 
a level with the moſt uncultivated of 
our fellow- creatures. If I have miſ- 
repreſented or miſtaken his meaning 
in any inſtance, I beg his pardon, and 
am ready to make ſuitable acknow- 
ledgments. 
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